We hatch Climate Tech Startups

ENCUBATOR REGULATION - FAQ

1. To apply for the Encubator call, do we necessarily need to have a prototype?

It is a mandatory requirement of the application to present projects with a
technology readiness level of at least 4. Therefore, it is necessary to have
validated the basic functionalities of the technology in a laboratory (TRL 4) or
to have demonstrated the overall performance of the technology in an
operational environment (TRL 5). Projects with a lower technology readiness
level will be automatically excluded.

What is the TRL?

TRL stands for Technology Readiness Level, and it is the maturity level of a
technology. In case of further doubts, please refer to Technology Readiness
Definitions from NASA: https://www.nasa.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2017/12/458490main trl definitions.pdf.

Do we necessarily need to be incorporated at the time of the application?

No. You can either be registered or not registered as a company when you apply for
Encubator. However, if you are not incorporated, and you are selected among the
winners, you are required to do so within 6 (six) months from the proclamation of
the winners. In case this requirement will not be respected by the winners who were
not incorporated yet, they will not have access to the grant and to the acceleration
program.

What do we access to if we are selected among the winners of the call?

The winners will have access to a business acceleration program of 4 months
delivered by PoliHub, Innovation District and Startup Accelerator of Politecnico di
Milano. Besides this, the winners will receive a grant of €25k each.

How much time do we have to spend the grant?

The total amount of grant received should be spent within 12 (twelve) months from
the effective disbursement (Art. 7). The invoice dates will be used to check the
compliance with this criterion.

What is intended for local unit?

The term local unit differs depending on whether the company in question is Italian or
foreign:
For Italian companies, local unit refer to "operational or administrative and
management facilities (e.g., laboratory, workshop, plant, warehouse, storage,
office, shop, branch, agency, etc.) located in places different from the registered
office, where one or more specific activities of the business are carried out on a


https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/458490main_trl_definitions.pdf.
https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/458490main_trl_definitions.pdf.

permanent basis" [Business Register]. For Italian companies, the term local unit
includes the concept of a secondary office/branch.

o For foreign companies, it refers to a mere cost center with an ancillary function to
support the company's penetration into the Italian market, without being able to
carry out commercial or production activities (otherwise, it would be classified as a
permanent establishment). For foreign companies, the term local unit does not
include the concept of a secondary office/branch, and it is typically referred to as
representative office.In order to facilitate the process of opening a local unit in the
territorial jurisdiction of the Chamber of Commerce of Milan Monza Brianza Lodi,
PoliHub offers the Winning Teams its spaces at preferential conditions.

7. What are the steps required for a foreign company to register in Italy?

Here’s a detailed guide. Furthermore, to qualify as a “PMI Innovativa” and receive
the associated tax benefits, a foreign company must establish a secondary office or
branch in Italy. This designation cannot be granted to a representative office.

8. What is the main difference for Italian company between registering an
operational office (unita locale sede operativa) and a secondary office (unita locale
sede secondaria)?

The main difference lies in the requirement for a change in the company’s articles of
incorporation when registering a secondary office. This change necessitates a
notarial deed and incurs related expenses, which are not required when registering
an operational office.

9. Will PoliHub provide co-working spaces for the startups selected for acceleration?

Yes, each winning startup will receive access to two desks in the PoliHub office for
the entire duration of the program.

For any other question, please do not hesitate to contact us at info@startupencubator.com.
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